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Unconventional Oil and Gas Development as it developed its October 2015 Research Agenda on 
the Potential Impacts of 21st Century Oil and Natural Gas Development in the Appalachian 
Basin and Beyond. Given its specific charge, the Committee focused its literature review on 
information related to potential impacts of 21st century oil and natural gas development rather 
than the enormous literature about the technology that underlies it. In the Research Agenda and 
here, “21st century oil and natural gas development” refers to the onshore development and 
production of oil and natural gas from unconventional geologic resources as practiced today, 
recognizing that industry practices continue to change in response to evolving technologies, 
regulations, and other factors.  

 More recent literature focused on potential human exposure and health effects associated with 
21st century oil and natural gas development.  
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1 Also see the air quality sections, which include numerous studies that are relevant to human exposure. 
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