


The big picture: air pollution’s toll in 2023

7.9 million 
global deaths in 2023

676,000 deaths 
in children under 5 years of age

86% of air pollution deaths
attributable to noncommunicable diseases

600,000+ deaths 
due to dementia linked to air pollution

90% of air pollution deaths
in low- and middle-income countries 

5 -10x
Higher death rates in LMICs compared to high-income 
countries
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36% of the world’s population is exposed to PM2.5 above the least 
stringent WHO Interim Target of 35 µg/m3.
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The number of deaths linked to ambient PM2.5 and ozone exposures have incr  
worldwide in the last two decades. Africa and Asia experience the large    
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Steep reductions in the global burden from household air pollution, but expos   
disease burden remain high in Africa, and South Asia. 

Nigeria 
67%

Ghana  
73% 

Kenya 
76%

Cameroon 
71% 



Actions taken to improve air quality — especially in key sectors, including energy, 
transport, and residential fuel use — can bring health benefits (e.g., fewe  

hospitalizations, improved birth outcomes, and a reduced number of   
dementia cases) while producing healthcare savings and improving quality o  . 
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