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In the beginning there 
was…



Health Sector Role
Synthesize Evidence; Develop Guidelines; Track Progress

• Provide evidence based guidelines on health impacts of sustainable 
development & green economy strategies /technologies

• Develop evidence-based guidelines supporting effective interventions

• Use Health Impact Assessment (HIA) and other tools to assess policies and 
their health impacts

• Guide, define and monitor exposure and health indicators to measure results 
and contribute tracking to the SDGs (i.e. 7.1.2, 11.6.2, 3.9.1)

• Convene and advise Ministries of Health, Energy and Environment to 
effectively address public health issues



WHO guidelines for air quality

Update of  
WHO Global 
Air Quality 
Guidelines



Evidence base :
• Future regular updated evidence on Air Pollution on Health?



• Systematic reviews on 
interventions and pollutants

• Risk communication & health 
advisories 

• Interventions & economic 
assessments
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Evidence based



• Refinement of exposure to PM2.5

• Further development of household 
energy use modelling

• Methods of exposure assessments 
(e.g. low cost sensors, ground 
monitoring stations, catalogue of 
methods)

• Methods and criteria for health 
impact assessments (incl. best 
practice guide)
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SDG reporting and associated activities

Monitoring and reporting
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Global Platform on Air Quality and 
Health 

• Aim: Strengthening countries capacity to 
address air pollution and related health 
risks through enhanced estimates of air 
pollution exposure

• Wide collaboration: 
• Research institutions (HEI, JRC)
• National agencies (US EPA, SPF)
• Space research agencies (NASA, JAXA)
• International agencies (WMO, UNEP, 

IIASA, World Bank)

• Governance to be redefined to adhere to 
the WHO’s rule

Regular expert gathering since 2014 



• Systematic review on source apportionment
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Outputs since the first meeting



Tools

Development and application of analytical tools to support the assessment of the health and economic impacts of interventions in key 
sectors, including on transport, household energy, green space and land-use, solid waste management (open source, flexible, evidence-

based tools)

AirQ+ (air pollution)

ISThAT (transportation)

HEAT (walking and cycling)

GreenUR (green space)

HOMES (household energy)



WHO set a group of main contributors and expert reviewers for the 
material.

Modules for slide decks (Power Point presentations) and flipcharts

Training of Trainers (ToT) Manual

Information resources, communication and outreach material

Air Pollution and Health – Toolkit 
for clinicians: in-person workshop



List of modules (some examples)

An introduction to outdoor and 
indoor/household air pollution 

Air pollutants and the sources

Monitoring ambient air pollution

Human exposure to air pollution 

Health effects of air pollution: a general overview 

Public benefit of air pollution interventions 

Clean energy solutions at the household level

Warning systems – Air Quality (Health) Index 

Public understanding of air pollution and health 
impacts 
Regional challenges (ad hoc modules per WHO 
region)

[ Ongoing work] 

Modules – the basics Modules – for clinicians

Air pollution and cardiovascular diseases 

Air pollution and respiratory system 

Air pollution and children's health 

Air pollution and the brain: neurological 
perspective

The role of clinicians: what they can do, which are 
challenges and future steps?

Assessing air pollution impacts

Surveillance and monitoring health data

How to build the scientific evidence and 
synthetize it

Special Epidemiological Modules



Vision: 

Accelerating the transition to clean energy to improve health and livelihoods

How? 

By strengthening the political and technical cooperation between the health and 
energy sectors through a multi-stakeholder platform of action (governments, 
civil society, UN, private sector), by building and/or strengthening existing
national coordination mechanisms on energy and health policies and 
programmes

Initial focus: 

Clean cooking and healthcare facilities
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The Health and Energy Platform of 
Action (HEPA)



Very high participation
About 900 participants

National and city goverments, 
intergovernemental organizations, civil civil
society, philanthropy, research and academia

Clean Air for All : Geneva Action 
Agenda
The outcomes of the conference call for 
enhanced action on a number of points 
highlighted at the conference:
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30 October – 1 November 2018, Geneva, Switzerland

www.who.int/airpollution/events/conference/en/

www.who.int/phe/news/clean-air-for-health/en/
NB: This document does not reflect intergovernmental agreement or consensus, nor decisions reached by the attendees.

http://www.who.int/phe/news/clean-air-for-health/en/
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Thank you
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